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Abstract

This research examines the archaeological site of Umm al-Surab, located in the Mafraq Governorate
in northern Jordan. It is considered one of the most significant heritage sites in the region,
possessing historical and architectural value that reflects the succession of civilizations on Jordanian
soil. The study explores the site’s geographical location and its historical evolution—from the
Nabataean period, through the Roman and Byzantine eras, and various Islamic periods, up to the
Ottoman era and the modern day. It highlights the site’s most prominent archaeological features,
including the Church of Saints Sergius and Bacchus, other Byzantine-era churches, basalt
structures, stone inscriptions, and Roman water management systems. Furthermore, the research
reviews the history of archaeological investigations and excavations conducted at the site since the
late 19th century, as well as modern restoration and rehabilitation efforts—notably those carried
out in cooperation with UNESCO—and their role in heritage preservation and local development.
Finally, the study discusses the tourism and cultural significance of Umm al-Surab, the challenges
it faces, and future aspirations to transform it into a successful model for sustainable cultural
tourism—one that supports the local community while preserving the site’s rich civilizational

legacy.

Keywords: Umm al-Surab archaeological site; Church of Saints Sergius and Bacchus.
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Graphic documentation of the Church of Saints Sergius and Bacchus at Umm al-Surab by H. C. Butler,
after Butler 1919, ill. 78, p. 97
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Piers and capitals from civil buildings in Umm al-Surab: e. TU 24, BE 2B, west wall; f. TU 24, BE 2B,

https://jaspss.com

east wall; g. comparison with TU 16. Piers and capitals from religious buildings from Umm al-Surab: h.
northern pier of the Church of the Saints Sergius and Bacchus and from Umm al-Jimal: i. and I. from the
so-called Cathedral and m. from the West church, where it is possible to observe the presence of the two

different piers with capitals
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